Are you wondering about the mix of pictures on the previous page?
If you are read on, if you’re not, read the rest of the book anyways, it would
be a shame to read this much and not finish.
Looking back at the first page we see a lot of images that relate to easter, then
a cross and an empty hole in a hill.
We all know the story of Easter, how one spring a boy dropped some
chocolate onto some lilies, that a bunny later ate and got sick. We also know that
this sickness made the bunny lay pastel colored eggs. Right? The true story of
easter. Wow, and it’s a national holiday. Why isn’t there a national holiday for the
six legged, two headed cow?
I think we’ll all agree that the above story is silly and not true, but isn’t there a
true story behind Easter

Well join me your host as we explore the true story behind Easter.

The story of Easter starts with the birth of Jesus. Jesus was
God’s own Son, born of Mary, a virgin, who was engaged to
Joseph.

Around the age of thirty Jesus began his earthly ministry.
Healing the sick, casting out unclean spirits, curing the blind,
lame, dumb, and deaf. Even raising people from the dead.

Before

After

He taught about the salvation of the Lord, and told of future
events. The standard “Easter” story starts with Jesus being
crucified, buried, and then raising from the dead, yet there is more
to be told. How many times do we hear about the things that
happened before his Crucification? How about the last supper?
Sure Leonardo Da Vinci did a painting of how he imagined it to
be, but that’s about all people think about when they hear about
the last supper.

Do you realize the proof in that story alone that shows Jesus to be
God? Luke 22:7-13 7 ¶Then came the day of unleavened bread, when the
passover must be killed. 8 And he sent Peter and John, saying, Go and
prepare us the passover, that we may eat. 9 And they said unto him,
Where wilt thou that we prepare? 10 And he said unto them, Behold,
when ye are entered into the city, there shall a man meet you, bearing a
pitcher of water; follow him into the house where he entereth in. 11 And
ye shall say unto the goodman of the house, The Master saith unto thee,
Where is the guestchamber, where I shall eat the passover with my
disciples? 12 And he shall shew you a large upper room furnished: there
make ready. 13 And they went, and found as he had said unto them: and
they made ready the passover.

In this section Jesus predicted five things: a man with a pitcher, the
goodman of the house giving permission, and the three aspects of the
room, Large, Upper, and Furnished. The chance of this happening is only
3.125% That would be like pulling three red marbles from from ninetyseven blue ones, not very likely, yet Jesus was right on every aspect.
Surely that shows his Omniscience (all-knowing-ness)

Close your eyes
and pick three
marbles, no peaking
now. Can you only pick the
red ones? Probably not, few
can, but Jesus did the same thing
in real life, not picking marbles, but
predicting the future. He never made
any mistakes.

The next aspect we would like to touch on is the happenings in the Garden of Gethsemane.
This is typically where the story of Easter will start but rarely do we hear about one small,
seemingly un-important incident.

Luke 22:47-52 ¶And while he yet spake, behold a multitude, and he that was called Judas, one
of the twelve, went before them, and drew near unto Jesus to kiss him. But Jesus said unto him,
Judas, betrayest thou the Son of man with a kiss? When they which were about him saw what
would follow, they said unto him, Lord, shall we smite with the sword? ¶And one of them
smote the servant of the high priest, and cut off his right ear.

And Jesus answered and said, Suffer ye thus far. And he touched his ear, and healed him. Then
Jesus said unto the chief priests, and captains of the temple, and the elders, which were come to
him, but ye come out, as against a thief, with swords and staves?

So the servant of the high priest gets his ear cut off, big deal, right? WRONG!!! Did you notice
what Jesus did. He told Peter to put back his sword, but he didn’t stop there he reached out and
healed the servants ear, even though he knew these men had come to capture and ultimately kill
him. He still loved them enough to heal them. Is there any greater way to show you love the
world than to help those that hurt you?

The death/Crucification is next in line for discussion. The priests really had a hard time
getting rid of Jesus. Their own courts weren’t able to put a man to death John 18:31b The Jews
therefore said unto him, It is not lawful for us to put any man to death: So they brought Jesus to
Pilate and began to accuse Jesus there. Pilate didn’t find any fault with Jesus, and when he
heard that Jesus was from Galilee he sent him off to Herod, who happened to be in Jerusalem.

Herod actually wanted to see Jesus and hoped to see him perform a miracle. When Jesus
wouldn’t answer any of Herod’s questions, or perform a miracle Luke 23:11 And Herod with
his men of war set him at nought, and mocked him, and arrayed him in a gorgeous robe, and
sent him again to Pilate. When Jesus got back to Pilate, Pilate called together the High Priests
and told them that neither Herod or himself had been able to find fault with Jesus, he then told
them Luke 23:16 I will therefore chastise him, and release him. The priests however insisted
that he be crucified. Matthew 27:23-26 And the governor said, Why, what evil hath he done?
But they cried out the more, saying, Let him be crucified. ¶When Pilate saw that he could
prevail nothing, but that rather a tumult was made, he took water, and washed his hands before
the multitude, saying, I am innocent of the blood of this just person: see ye to it. Then
answered all the people, and said, His blood be on us, and on our children. ¶Then released he
Barabbas unto them: and when he had scourged Jesus, he delivered him to be crucified.
The Cross: The cross was a solid wood frame. Possible newly made,
or it could have been an old one, either way it would have still weighed a
considerable amount. After the beatings Jesus had received and all the
blood he had lost from his many cuts he couldn’t humanly carry the
cross so the soldiers forced Simon, a Cyrenian to help Jesus
carry the cross.
Jesus wasn’t crucified by himself. There were also two
thieves who were crucified with him. The thieves were very
dissimilar. One mocked God, the other realized that he was getting what
he deserved, but that Jesus had done nothing to deserve death. Luke
23:39-43 ¶And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on him,
saying, If thou be Christ, save thyself and us. But the other answering
rebuked him, saying, Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same
condemnation? And we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of
our deeds: but this man hath done nothing amiss. And he said unto Jesus,
Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom. And Jesus said
unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise.

After Jesus died Joseph of Arimathara, a secret disciple of Jesus, besought Pilate for the body
of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission and he and Nicodemus took down his body and wound it
in linen cloth and they laid him in a tomb, wherein a man was never yet laid.

The Resurrection

On the first day of the week Mary Magdalene, Joanna, and Mary the mother of James went to
the grave of Jesus to anoint his body, as they hadn’t been able to over the Sabbath. When they
arrived at the tomb they found the stone already rolled away.

They went inside but didn’t find his body, they looked around confused, and suddenly two
angels appeared, asking, “Why seek ye the living among the dead? He is not here, but is risen.”

The women left and told the disciples, but their words seemed as idle tales, and they
believed them not. Can you really blame the disciples? Sure Jesus had said he would rise again,
but that hadn’t happened often before, and they were skeptical that the woman may have been
seeing things. Peter ran to the tomb to see if Jesus was risen, and when he got there he looked
in the tomb and saw the linen clothes laying there.

Later that day two disciples were on the road to Emmaus, Jesus joined them but their eyes were
closed so that they didn’t know it was He. As they walked Jesus spoke with them and
expounded on Scriptures concerning Himself. When they got to the village they were going to
stop at for the evening. Jesus pretended as though he would go further, but they constrained
him to eat with them. When they sat down to eat, Jesus broke the bread and blessed it, and the
disciples knew it was Him. Immediately he vanished, the disciples, the same hour, returned to
Jerusalem and told the disciples. “The Lord is risen indeed.” While they were speaking Jesus
appeared unto them. They were terrified thinking he was a ghost, but he calmed their fears by
telling them to touch him and see that he had flesh, and them by asking for food.

The Ascension

Forty days after Jesus rose from the dead he led his disciples to Bethany, and lifted his hands
and blessed them. While he was blessing them he was carried up to heaven, where he remains
still.

Conclusion
Jesus did die, but he rose again and is now seated on the right hand of God in Heaven. There
was a reason he had to die, He had lived a sinless life, and he took your place on the cross. You
see God won’t let sin in his perfect heaven. To enter heaven, and spend eternity with God
simply believe that Jesus died for you. Put your trust in Him. If you want to speak to somebody
about Salvation call, 1-888-NEED-HIM, or 1-800-525-5683.
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